Re: Comments on Guldehnes for Voluntary Country of Or1g1n Labehng Program :

Jchnuck/

The Friendliest Stores inTown

April 7, 2003

The Honorable Ann Veneman 0 6 — 4 2 1 9 5 9 1

Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture

Country of Origin Labeling Program HHS
Agricultural Marketing Service
Stop 0249 Room 2092-S

1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250-0249

Dear Secretary Veneman:

I'am the produce department manager for one of the Schnuck Markets, Inc. supermarkets. As
such, I am very concerned about the country of origin labeling guidelines that you issued.

Our produce department typically offers over 600 different types of fresh fruits and vegetables to
consumers ona ‘déily%basis Our produce is sourced from many countries throughout the world to ensure
that consumers have: hlgh quahty produce at an affordable price throughout the year. The task of
identifying the: couniry of origin as required by the law for all of these products is enormous. We cannot
look at a bunch'of grapes or a hand of bananas and identify the country of origin of the product. You must
require our suppliers to provide us with that information and to implement systems — such as verifiable
segregation plans — to ensure that the information that we receive is accurate; we must be able to rely on the
information that our suppliers provide.

As you develop the regulations, please consider the following:

Hold suppliers who are responsible for fresh fruits and vegetables at the growing, packing and
processing stages accountable for providing : accurate 1nformat10n on.] the gountnes 1n~symch each stage of
production occurs;

Provide for flexible means of informing consumers of the country of origin of fresh produce at
retail; and

Implement reasonable recordkeeping requirements.

Please issue regulatlons that will allow us to comply with the law without hmrtmg our ab1hty to
continue: to prowde consumers Wlth a ﬁésh and abundant produce supply NP

Sincerely,

g T A T N S
Produce Department Maniager
Schnuck arkets Inc.’ '

ccr s Mary Mﬂorkamp -
- wie - Craig Schnuck

~ Scott Schnfick

¥ ¢ “Randy Wedel "
Deboralt White"

SCHNUCK MARKETS, ING:. 11420 LACKLAND RD., P.O. BOX 46928, ST, LOUIS, MO 63146-6928 (314) 894-9900



